Shorter P&ems,                                  25

features of modern life, in spite of the xaealctzlafrle misery
which they mean for the workers. Our laws are framed not for
the general good of mankind but for the benefit of the privi-
leged few. And they wound thousands of distressed hearts^
Our commerce ruins millions of care-worn souls and makes
brutes of men by catching them in its inescapable net. We are
consciously driving the majority of the human race to poverty,,
ill-health, vice and crime. Therefore the poet cries in utter
anguish :

"And shall there be no end to lifers expense

In mills, yards and factories,

With no more  recompense

Than sleep in warrens and low styes,

And undelighted food?"*

These are the lines which give explicit utterance to ther
humanism which roused Abercrombie to righteous indignation.
As a Latin proverb goes, 'indignation makes verses', and
Abercrombie's poem is certainly the expression of his hatred"
for all kinds of evil. It also reflects his enthusiasm for good
and noble things. He is sorry that, on account of the perverse
conditions of modern life, we have been emasculated and so
accept the injuries done to us by others, in a spirit of weak
fatalism. But unlike many poets who are content with a passive
study of life, Abercrombie violently takes sides against modem
civilization. He points out its gravest errors and lays bare ia
the plainest terms its morbid and vicious aspects,

How does Abercrombie account for all this misery ? The
poet tells us that there was an anger among men in olden days
and that it was in the form of a sword kept in the hands of the
Spirit, whose duty it was as "the Captain of the Lord', to
maintain peace and order in the world by destroying the
villainy, greed and fraud in His path. As long as the sword of
indignation was in the hands of the Spirit, the vices of the
world, the evil brood of Hell, were kept to their den, and
virtue reigned supreme on Earth. The poet feels that now, in
the present world, the Spirit is rendered powerless, having lost
its weapon, the scimitar. (Abercrombie spells it c

1 Ibid p. 13,